He becomes Leader of the Irish Party
the fact* Or perhaps that cynical mind imagined that mental
gifts were not essential in a Chief Secretary for Ireland*
Be that as it may, Mr* Lowther undoubtedly did his bit to
establish the Land League* When the Irish party raised the
question of agricultural distress in the House of Commons*
Mr* Lowther displayed disdain instead of sympathy* and was
not resentful when his followers howled down Mr* O'Connor
Power* who had spoken for his party* The scene in the House
on this occasion* when the miseries of starving men and
women were being discussed* was so disgraceful that Mr*
John Bright sharply rebuked the ineffable Lowther and his
rowdy followers* Nothing was done* Parnell himself was
busy with his game of obstruction* but Davitt was busier
still in Ireland organising the farmers* societies into one
organisation, the Land League* When he had completed
his plans he took them to Parnell* who hesitated to approve
them* But he quickly realised that Davitt would not drop his
scheme* and that the Land League might become a formid-
able society; and since he did not choose to have a rival in
authority* he agreed to the formation of the League* of which
he was the first President* He was now thirty-three years
of age* and had been in Parliament less than five years* but
already he was the most widely-known Irishman of his day*
The Government* at first contemptuous of the League* were
now alarmed by it* and some arrests were made* Davitt
was one of those who were taken by the police* But the
arrests were farcical* No jury could be found to convict the
prisoners* and they were released* Meantime* the distress
continued and increased* Winter approached* and famine
came with it* Funds for the relief of the starving peasantry
were opened by the Lord Mayor of Dublin and the Duchess
of Marlborough* whose husband was Lord-Lieutenant of
Ireland; and soon about half a million persons were in receipt
of relief* On December 21* 1879* Parnell* accompanied by
133